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MEWNTENOWE (SR
CABINET AFFAIRS STAFFING MEMORANDUM
DATE: lanuary 20, 1982  NUMBER:__044232CA DUE BY: _1/2

SUBJECT: __Washington Post article "How Interior Is Changing, From the Inside,"
January 8, 1982

ACTION  FYI ACTION  FYI
ALL CABINET MEMBERS O Baker O 0
Vice President a . Deaver O O
State O O Anderson (| O
lT)refasurY g 8 Clark a a
efense
Attorney General O O Dam.lan (For WH Staffing) U B/
Interior O a . Jenkins | O
Agriculture O O Gray O O
Commerce O d Beal O O
Labor a O 3
HHS O 0 Ralins O =
HUD 4 O 0O 0
Transportation O O
Energy O O O a
Education O O 0 0
Counsellor O |
OMB O O O O
CIA O O O O
UN O O
USTR O ad
. CCNRE/Boggs d a
CEA a a CCHR/Carleson O a
8‘85%, g 8 CCCT/Kass O O
‘ 0 O CCFA/McClaughry O a .
a O CCEA/Porter O m

REMARKS: The attached is for your information.

RETURN TO: Craig L. Fuller
Assistant to the President
for Cabinet Affairs
456-2823
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& \)
THE WHITE HOUSE

WAZH!'NGTON

MEMORANDUM TO: THE CABINET

n.
FROM: ED ROLLINS jﬂ ’
DATE: JANUARY 15, 1982

I thought you might like to see the attached Washington Post
article which shows how one member of this cabinet is
carrying out the President's program to reduce unnecessary
government.
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ByMary’l‘bommn e
12 washingion Post St Wrker -
EastAug\m..ﬂlelntenorDepnmnentmedw
reverse more than 10 years of federal policy to-
ward ‘the Pyramid Lake Pajuts Indian tribe by
recommendmgt.hazthe.lmDeparunenLnot.

chailenge & court ruling that would have |

lesswamtouwNevadam'bemdmetoafed- k

eral reclamation project. -
- Although Justice didn't buy Interier's recom-
mendation, it was an example of a subtle effort by-
- Interior Secretary. James G. Watt and his aesis-*
-mnutobrmgdmrphxlmophywlnmw :
admmmnvoehmgu mwmterweﬁhomoﬁ.
The . dnngu havc taken’ place - mn!y in-
Interior’s solicitor’s office and the Office of Sur--.
face Mining, two offices that have been .targeted

bycmurvnﬁvsasen_dmnfenvironmnnlw g

According to interviews with department em--
ployes, the changes involve not only heavy pres-
sure-to come up with legal opinions favorabie to-~
. administration positions—whether or not they will .
hold up in court—but also transfers and personnel **
dnngathathavaeamedmnyofﬂwhwymto
look for new joba.

A recent evaluation of Watt's first year at In.
terior, circulated to the department, said that the
solicitor and his top: deputies are “important per--
sonnel who can advance administration: policies,”
and that, to implement those policies, Carter ad-
ministration holdovers who do not agree with:
those policies must be removed.

Lawyers say there have been major changes in
the way they are asked to do their work. They say
that virtually all legal decisions are being reviewed -
by polit.ical' appointeea in the solicitor’s office to
make sure they are in line with Watt’s policies.
They add thatthemmmaprchangeomtlutype
of cases that are being pursued.

Douglas Baldwin, an assistant fo Wntt. ac-"

knowledged that there have been changes in mans
* agement procedure, but he says those are the pre- -
rogative of any new secretary. . i
As one example, Interior has lmtuted vu'tually
* no new cases on behalf of Indian tribes since Watt
took over. In addition, the department also
instituted a policy, resisted so far-by the Juatice
Department, of giving state courts jurisdiction. in—
Indian water rights cases. The cases traditionally-
have been heard in federal court because of the
animosity between the tribes and the states.

On natural resources, department lawyers say
the emphasis has shifted toward encouraging de-
velopment. For example,  department sources say-
Interior officials are working on a legal argument
that would give the president, rather than Con-
gress, the power to approve development in areas
under study as possible wilderness areas.

* Interide Secretary Jasies G. Watt: forced to back off on
m-niu—ht resignations, .

skilled and senior people we can.” -
: ButRep.&iwud.LMarkey(D-Mm), chair-

* subcommittee, noted at.a hearing that one of,.the

.

"'""f""“‘ " -services. division from Denver to
'Deparmhwymahonythmhvebuu Wyo.—after i indicated that
far fewer appeals of cases thst Interior loses, even - "

* when lntemmayhavnhndlgmdchnaofwm-

‘ning on appeal. - -
'Phwamﬂembbothatxhndm'ym

mtluﬁrstphathcymmthmbnnght. ono.

lawyer said.
EmpluyumdwOfﬁcaomefauany

ﬂnnuwmuchmmtmtom

mthdnmﬁntomemployep\uupangn
W"Sﬁu Permits Approved  While You °
ait” -

yer who asked not to be identified. *I've been told .
nottobothe:mthunyophonnotmhnemth
what the administration

L Alawyerwhomnﬂyleﬂﬂnsohatoflofﬂa

smd.'lthmkwlnthappu-aunmﬂymthmm
the solicitor’s offics who- provide legal arguments
-that dont go- the way they want are simply cir-
cumvented. In.terms of providing effective legal
adwee.thesohatoruofﬁcrhubmw

afraid may stand in his way..

Last March Wattanmmdtheﬁmgcfﬂ
employes in the solicitor’s office, including 28 law-
yers. He said the office had. exceeded its hiring
ceiling and that the employes had been hired il-
legaily by the Carter administration.

But less than two months later the department
advertised for six new lawyers, some at salary lov-
ehatleasttmeeuntotmtdmﬁnd.

Harman Kailman, a spokesman for the agency,
said in an interview that the attorneys fired trom
Interior were rot rehired because they did not

A g

least’lshwyenmﬂnoohutor’aofﬁcum
fers - invoive major moves,” fromeoasttneoastm

. some cases, and in many instances will shift’ ldw. .

ymmtoarauahoutwhxchﬁwthwnothm
Harold Baer, for example, has worked'in
Dgnvu'ofﬁca'aaalmlattomeymthamof
minerals, ail and gas: He is being transferred here,
where his field will. be wilderness, -gnzm&' and
right-of-way law. -
'Fheywldmﬂnyueededmyupem‘
- aa:d.But.,hewd.heuunfamiharwnthhnm

beneﬁtot.thehxpayer

Helmmuthatthemovesmnotawqofget-
ting rid of unwanted lawyers.
. Others disegree. “] behmtheyregomgto«hnve
awholesalehouaedwungmthmplace.’onghw-
yersud.“Butnoneofus‘mpohﬂcaLnondofm
. are policy makers. [ think it's more a sickness that
anyone who was there when they came in,cannot
be trusted. Wereaﬂahttleatalasutowhy
this is happening, but I think there are mom to
come, many more to come.”

background. Since .
.. of reduced budgets], well try to set-thg“‘_m

. mdhﬂmhm&mmﬂaswt .
: new.lawyers had experience in personal injury and )

g
G TS I P YO

‘ashington. -
'Euhtatpusonndchangaltbemmferofat.
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